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Paula: Welcome to another edition of the Health Trends Podcast; I’m Paula Pedene and with me today, we have Larry Conway,  who is the coordinator of a wonderful project called the Veteran’s History Project and that’s in conjunction with the Tempe Connections of the Tempe Public Library; what a mouth full.  

Larry:  Yes it is, Thank you Paula.

Paula:  So tell us what’s the connection with the Tempe Public Library and the Veteran’s History Project?  

Larry:  Well, to give you a little history behind it, the Veteran’s History Project it started in 2000 by an Act of Congress Public Law 106380, in which Congress authorized an organization to be created to gather stories from our Veterans out there.  The Tempe Connection Café and the Tempe Public Library was looking in approximately 2006 for volunteers to do these interviews.  I happened to connect with those folks and we’ve started since then to do a lot of interviews through the Tempe Library.  Our office right now is located in the Tempe History Museum which is on the same campus as the library.  Fortunately we’ve connected and partnered with the VA here in Phoenix which is a great source for our Veterans and we connect through the VA to the Veterans to do interviews.  Those interviews done are transcribed either video or audio and sent off to the National Archives in Washington, D.C. for posterity and for generations to come for their families and for future generations.  

Paula:  And I think it’s important for the listeners to know that this is something that is really a beautiful thing.  It’s a biographical type of sketch.  There’s actually a form that they have to fill out and then you guys meet with them and then you do the actual video recording.  

Larry:  Yes, that’s correct.  Part of the process that was set-up through the Veteran’s History Project is to do a biographical form which outlines the history of the Veterans. And also, there are a few other documents to sign; release forms that are required by the Library of Congress.  We do an initial interview with the folks and then we schedule a video interview, we prefer video, however as I mentioned earlier it can be a manuscript, it can be an audio interview but videos really captures the individual.  We schedule that interview and then we do the interview; we have a videographer that works with us.  Interviews must run a minimum of 30 minutes; we’ve had interviews with Veterans that run anywhere from 30 minutes to two hours, two and a half-hours and then we take that interview, we give a copy of the interview to the Veteran, we keep a copy for our archives and of course the main video is sent off to the Archives in Washington, D.C. along with the documentation that is required.
Paula:  Now are the Veterans, since we’re doing video, do you encourage them to bring photos and memorabilia?

Larry:  They can, those are accepted by the Veteran’s History Project in Washington, D. C. and we encourage those folks to send those off.  Now they do require originals so the Veteran has to give up that but it goes to the National Archives for other folks to see.  The interview can be pulled up on your computer and see the interview; there’s over 80,000 interviews already done and in the National Archives.  Unfortunately only 5% of those can be pulled up but the Library of Congress is working on expanding that so all the interviews can be seen by us today and future generations.
Paula:  Now as a Navy Veteran yourself, I mean this has got to just be phenomenal and this is a volunteer activity for you.  What has been maybe the most rewarding experience as a volunteer for doing something like this?  

Larry:  Well I think gathering the stories, especially of our World War II Veterans, as you know are dying almost a 1000 a day now.  Gathering those experiences and seeing the rewarding look on the faces of these folks when they tell the stories and also handing that interview off to their families so that they will have something for posterity to see.  And just working with the Veterans and in many situations not only do we do the interviews but when we talk to Veterans maybe they will have a problem with this or that and we as volunteers reach out and help them to solve situations that maybe they couldn’t find an answer to.  So, it’s rewarding, it’s giving back from the experiences that we’ve had.  
Paula:  And it’s also capturing a significant part of our history that, as you say with our World War II Veterans dying a thousand a day is something that’s fading, I mean we won’t have that when this generation goes.  

Larry:  Oh, you’re absolutely correct and that’s the emphasis behind us doing this thing it’s really quite rewarding.  Right now we have about five volunteers that go out and interview people and we want to expand that; we’re always looking for volunteers to interview Veterans and of course we are always looking for Veterans to interview.  We do that in a couple of ways either through our website, or phone call, now fortunately through the VA that we have a great connection.

Paula:  Now, let’s talk about the VA.  You’re here what day of the month?
Larry:  We’re here the second Wednesday of every Month from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. located in the multi media room in the basement of the VA.  We’re optimistic we’ll be getting a lot of folks in to talk to and to share their stories. 

Paula:  And you were saying it takes about two hours for an interview and then a videotaping.
Larry:  We like to allow at least two hours, we never know what the stories going to be.  Of course it’s up to the Veteran to tell what they want to and as I mentioned earlier some of those interviews can run two, three hours or maybe a half hour.  So we want to allow at least two hours and it’s a two-step process we found that works best for us.  We do the bio one day, we introduce ourselves, we get to meet the Veteran and we get comfortable with each other.  Then we reschedule an interview.  Now, the location is great here at the VA, we’ll do interviews here, but we also can go to different locations in the valley to do that, to do the interviews; either at the home, or in our office in the Tempe Museum or in the Library down in Tempe.  We try and make ourselves available to the public. 
Paula:  And what’s the number to call? 

Larry:  We have a number that we can call; it’s a direct line, 480-350-5565 and the Veterans can call that number and leave a message; we will get back to them.  And then we will do an interview from that point on if they choose to do that.   And I might also add, not only do we do interviews but if there are memorabilia from Veterans that have passed away and the family wants to donate any information to the archives we can work with them also to do that to send it off to the Veterans History Project.  If a situation arises where the Veterans History Project can’t take it for technical reasons there are other sites that we have access to that we can make available to the folks; like the World War II Museum and those kinds of things if they want to donate to that.  

Paula:   So the important part is really capturing that history.
Larry:  Oh, we have to capture the history because it is passing so fast and we don’t want to leave it up to World War II Veterans we have Veterans from the Korean War that we have interviewed, we have Veterans from the Vietnam War that we have interviewed, of course, Iraq, and Afghanistan all the folks, we just want to get their stories.  And especially now following Memorial Day it just inspires you to go out and get more.  
Paula:  And, is there an e-mail address too, if folks want to e-mail you.

Larry:  They can go onto our website and go onto tempeconnections.org/vhp and that will give them all the information they need as far as contacting us.  It gives you a brief history of what we do and also they can go onto the national website; they can just Google in Veterans History Project and that will pull up the main site in Washington, D.C.  That again will give them an outline of what we’re all about and it will tell you in Arizona who does these interviews for the Veterans History Project.  We are not the only one, by the way; there’s an organization in Cave Creek, Arizona that also interviews Veterans and they’re noted on the national website.

Paula:  And we are very fortunate and thankful to have you coming here to the VA second Wednesday, every month, 10 a.m. – to 3 p.m. that is just awesome.  It makes it easy to help us help our Veterans capture their stories.
Larry:  Well, thank you Paula.  We are very excited about the partnership we have with you.  And I might also add, we are not only here on the second Wednesday, we are here usually once a week at the, what I like to call the popcorn corner in the VA, by the emergency room where we handout our flyers and brochures.  We talk to Veterans, we let them know who we are and what we do and we invite them to be interviewed.  
Paula:  And it is just a wonderful partnership and we thank you so much for doing that with us this year.

Larry:  Thank you

Paula:  And that’s it for this edition of the Health Trends Podcast, our thanks to Larry Conway for coming out today and speaking to us about a wonderful project called the Veteran History Project. 

Thank you for listening to this installment of health trends.  For the latest news and information from Phoenix VA Health Care System, you can visit us on the web at www.phoenix.va.gov or find us on the social media websites facebook.com and twitter.com, just browse to either site and search for phxvahealthcare. 

